
 
 
 
 Be defensive when crossing a street 

and always watch for turning vehicles 
that may cross into your path.  Even 
though pedestrians have the right-of-
way, some drivers do not properly yield 
to pedestrians.  

 

 Always push the pedestrian button be-
fore crossing the street at a signalized 
intersection. 

 

 Begin crossing the street when the 
walking-person symbol appears.  Don’t 
panic if the flashing upraised hand sym-
bol begins to flash while you are still 
crossing.  You still have adequate time 
to cross the street safely. 

 

 Whenever crossing the street, minimize 
the amount of time spent in the road-
way. 
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green time.  As a result, these minimum 
green times must be achieved before the 
signal changes to a side street or to a left-
turn phase.  Therefore, pressing the pe-
destrian button will not make the signal 
change more quickly. 

 
I don’t need to press the pedestrian  
button to cross the street. 
Actually, you do.  Some pedestrians fail to 
press the pedestrian button before cross-
ing the street and use the green signal in-
dications to cross instead.  This is very 
dangerous because vehicles travel at a 
higher rate of speed than a pedestrian can 
walk.  Therefore, not as much green time 
is needed for a vehicle to cross the inter-
section.  If the pedestrian button is not 
pressed, the amount of green time may not 
be sufficient to enable a pedestrian to 
safely cross the street before the signal 
turns red. 

 
I begin crossing the street when the 
“Walk” symbol is displayed, but there’s 
not enough time for me to finish cross-
ing before the flashing hand symbol ap-
pears.  Actually, there is sufficient time left 
to finish crossing.  The flashing hand sym-
bol is similar to the yellow signal indication 
for vehicles.  It warns pedestrians that they 
need to finish crossing as quickly as possi-
ble before the “Don’t Walk” symbol ap-
pears, but there is sufficient time to com-
plete the crossing. 

hand symbol appears, the pedestrian 
should continue to cross the street.  There 
is sufficient time left while the upraised 
hand symbol is flashing to allow the pedes-
trian to safely finish crossing the street.  

 
FLASHING HAND WITH COUNT-
DOWN SYMBOL.  A flashing up-
raised hand with the countdown 
display shows the number of se-
conds left for a pedestrian who 
has already started crossing to 

safely finish crossing the street.  Just like 
the standard flashing upraised hand signal, 
it’s too late to begin crossing the street af-
ter the symbol has appeared.  

  
DON’T WALK.  A steady up-
raised hand symbol means that a 
pedestrian should not cross the 
street in the direction of the pe-
destrian symbol.  Instead, the pe-
destrian should wait until the 

“Walk” symbol appears before crossing. 

If I press the pedestrian button, the sig-
nal will change more quickly. 
No.  The traffic signal typically has specific 
timing plans under which it operates.  The 
timing plans consist of minimum amounts of 

The city of Lenexa has begun 
installing a new kind of pedestri-
an signal at intersections 
throughout Lenexa.  The new 
pedestrian signals feature a 
countdown display that shows 

the number of seconds left for a pedestrian 
to safely cross the street.  The countdown 
begins when the flashing upraised hand first 
appears and counts down to zero at the end 
of the flashing hand display.  There is no 
countdown display during the “Walk” and 
“Don’t Walk” displays. 

 

 

WALK.  A walking person symbol 
means that a pedestrian may 
begin to cross the street in the 
direction of the pedestrian signal.  
However, the pedestrian should 
always be aware that conflicts 

with turning vehicles are possible.  Even 
though pedestrians have the right-of-way, 
some drivers do not properly yield to pedes-
trians.  

 
FLASHING HAND.  A flashing 
upraised hand symbol means that 
it’s too late to begin crossing the 
street.  However, if a pedestrian 
has already started to cross the 
street when the flashing upraised 

Pedestrian signals 
What do they mean? 

Common misconceptions 
about pedestrian signals 
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